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REALISTIC FICTION

Class Act by Jerry Craft
Eighth grader Drew Ellis is no stranger to the saying “You have to work twice as 
hard to be just as good.” His grandmother has reminded him his entire life. But 
what if he works ten times as hard and still isn’t afforded the same opportunities 
that his privileged classmates at the Riverdale Academy Day School take for 
granted?  To make matters worse, Drew begins to feel as if his good friend Liam 
might be one of those privileged kids. He wants to pretend like everything is fine, 
but it’s hard not to withdraw, and even their mutual friend Jordan doesn’t know 
how to keep the group together.  As the pressures mount, will Drew find a way to 
bridge the divide so he and his friends can truly accept each other? And most
 important, will he finally be able to accept himself?

Dear Sweet Pea, by Julie Murphy
Patricia “Sweet Pea” DiMarco wasn’t sure what to expect when her parents announced
they were getting a divorce. She never could have imagined that they would have the 
“brilliant” idea of living in nearly identical houses on the same street. In the one house 
between them lives their eccentric neighbor Miss Flora Mae, the famed local advice 
columnist behind “Miss Flora Mae I?” Dividing her time between two homes is not 
easy. And it doesn’t help that at school, Sweet Pea is now sitting right next to her 
ex–best friend, Kiera, a daily reminder of the friendship that once was. Things might 
be unbearable if Sweet Pea didn’t have Oscar—her new best friend—and her fifteen-
pound cat, Cheese. Then one day Flora leaves for a trip and asks Sweet Pea to 
forwardher the letters for the column. And Sweet Pea happens to recognize the 
handwriting on one of the envelopes. 

Boy 21, by Matthew Quick 
Basketball has always been an escape for Finley. He lives in broken-down Bellmont, 
a town ruled by the Irish mob, drugs, violence, and racially charged rivalries. At 
home, his dad works nights, and Finley is left to take care of his disabled 
grandfather alone. He's always dreamed of getting out someday, but until he can, 
putting on that number 21 jersey makes everything seem okay. 
 Book Trailer About the Author

All Charlie Tickler wants is for his parents to listen. 
Charlie's parents have left him (again). This time they are off to South Africa to help 
giant golden moles. And Charlie? He's been dumped with his TV-obsessed 
grandparents. Lonely and curious, Charlie heads into the village of Castle-on-the-
Hudson, where a frightened old woman gives him a desperate message-in sign 
language. When she suddenly disappears, Charlie is determined to find answers..

Charlie & Frog, by Karen Kane (sequel: The Boney Hand)

Author’s Website

Author’s Website

Author’s Website

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAx75Fs63As
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1251730.Matthew_Quick
http://www.karenkanebooks.com/
https://jerrycraft.com/
http://www.imjuliemurphy.com/


REALISTIC FICTION

Book Trailer About the Author

Drums, Girls & Dangerous Pie, by Jordan Sonnenblick 
Thirteen-year-old Steven has a totally normal life: he plays drums in the All-Star Jazz 
band, has a crush on the hottest girl in the school, and is constantly annoyed by his 
five-year-old brother, Jeffrey. But when Jeffrey is diagnosed with leukemia, Steven's 
world is turned upside down. He is forced to deal with his brother's illness and his 
parents' attempts to keep the family in one piece. 

Book Trailer

Efren Divided by Ernesto Cisneros
Efrén Nava’s Amá is his Superwoman—or Soperwoman, named after the delicious 
Mexican sopes his mother often prepares. Both Amá and Apá work hard all day to 
provide for the family, making sure Efrén and his younger siblings Max and Mía feel 
safe and loved.  But Efrén worries about his parents; although he’s American-born, 
his parents are undocumented. His worst nightmare comes true one day when Amá 
doesn’t return from work and is deported across the border to Tijuana, México.
Now more than ever, Efrén must channel his inner Soperboy to help take care of 
and try to reunite his family.)

Finding Perfect by Elly Swartz 

Book Trailer Author’s Website

To Molly Nathans, perfect is: 
• The number four 
• The tip of a newly sharpened number two pencil 
• A crisp, white pad of paper 
• Her neatly aligned glass animal figurines 
What’s not perfect is Molly’s mother leaving the family to take a faraway job with the 
promise to return in one year. Molly knows that promises are often broken, so she 
hatches a plan to bring her mother home: Win the Lakeville Middle School Slam Poetry 
Contest. The winner is honored at a fancy banquet with table cloths. Molly’s sure her 
mother would never miss that. Right…? 

Book Trailer Author’s Website

Ghost, by Jason Reynolds (Track Series: Patina, Lu & Sunny)
Castle “Ghost” Cranshaw hasn’t had an easy life. When he was in fourth grade, his 
alcoholic father shot a pistol at him and his mom. Ghost can’t forget the horrible
night he and his mother fled their house in their pajamas and took refuge in 
Mr. Charles’ store. That’s how Ghost learned to run, out of necessity. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MdkDVrt_3D8
https://www.jordansonnenblick.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JM0_wzeYabI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98LOWOX9iTQ
https://ellyswartz.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2UDvlAIifTk
https://www.jasonwritesbooks.com/


Book Review About the Author

REALISTIC FICTION

I am a genius of unspeakable evil and I want to be your class president 
by Josh Lieb 
Twelve-year-old Oliver Watson's got the IQ of a grilled cheese sandwich. Or so 
everyone in Omaha thinks. In reality, Oliver's a mad evil genius on his way to world 
domination, and he's used his great brain to make himself the third-richest person on 
earth! Then Oliver's father—and archnemesis—makes a crack about the upcoming 
middle school election, and Oliver takes it as a personal challenge. He'll run, and 
he'll win! 
 

My Life in Pink and Green by Lisa Greenwald 
(sequel: My Summer of Pink & Green, Pink & Green is the New Black) 
Twelve year old Lucy Desberg is a natural problem-solver. At her family’s struggling 
pharmacy, she has a line of makeover customers for every school dance and bat 
mitzvah. But all the makeup tips in the world won’t help save the business. If only 
she could find a way to make it the center of town again – a place where people 
want to spend time, like in the old days. 

 

Mockingbird by Kathryn Erskine 
In Caitlin’s world, everything is black or white. Things are good or bad. Anything in 
between is confusing. That’s the stuff Caitlin’s older brother, Devon, has always 
explained. But now Devon’s dead and Dad is no help at all. Caitlin wants to get 
over it, but as an eleven-year-old girl with Asperger’s, she doesn’t know how. When 
she reads the definition of closure, she realizes that is what she needs. In her search 
for it, Caitlin discovers that not everything is black and white—the world is full of 
colors—messy and beautiful. 

No Slam Dunk by Mike Lupica 
Miguel Dinero wants to dominate on the court because he's heard his whole life 
that it's his destiny. The country's #1 pre-varsity recruit with a pre-written path all 
the way to the NBA, rendering everything else, such as school, secondary. He 
expects the ball in his hand at crunch time, expects the spotlight, expects to win. 
Wes, on the other hand, NEEDS all of this. For him, success in basketball, 
becoming the player his dad told him to be before dad shipped out to serve in 
the military, is a mission. No one on the court takes the game as seriously as Wes. 

Book Trailer About the Author

Book Trailer About the Author

Book Trailer Author’s Website

Book Trailer Author’s Website

Hive by Mark Walden 
Otto Malpense may only be thirteen years old, but so far he has managed to run 
the orphanage where he lives, and he has come up with a plan clever enough to 
trick the most powerful man in the country. He is the perfect candidate to become 
the world's next supervillain. That is why he ends up at H.I.V.E., handpicked to 
become a member of the incoming class. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=by8nw9kCeUY
https://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Mark-Walden/41154149
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-BQZYp9oeM
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/authors/237500/josh-lieb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3eX3fE_m6Q
https://www.kathyerskine.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Isido9Ef82U
http://www.lisagreenwald.com/index2.html
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/38593907-no-slam-dunk
http://www.mikelupicabooks.com/


REALISTIC FICTION

Book Review

Ruby in the Sky by Jeanne Zulick Ferruolo 
When twelve-year-old Ruby Moon Hayes and her mother move to Vermont, Ruby’s 
goal is to stay as silent and invisible as a new moon in the frozen sky. She doesn’t want
kids at school asking about her missing father or discovering that her mother has been
 arrested. But keeping to herself isn’t easy when Ahmad Saleem, a Syrian refugee in 
her class, decides he’s her new best friend. Or when she meets “the Bird Lady,” a 
recluse named Abigail who lives in a ramshackle shed near Ruby’s house. No one in 
town understands Abigail — people whisper about her, about her boarded-up house 
and the terrible secrets she must be hiding. 

Book Trailer Author’s Website

Author’s Website

Shug by Jenny Han
Annemarie Wilcox, or shug as her family calls her, is beginning to think there’s 
nothing worse than being twelve. She’s too tall, too freckled, and way too flat-
chested. Shug is sure that there’s not one good or amazing thing about her. And 
now she has to start junior high, where the friends she counts most dear aren’t so 
dear anymore. 

Schooled by Gordon Korman 
Homeschooled by his hippie grandmother, Capricorn (Cap) Anderson has never
 watched television, tasted a pizza, or even heard of a wedgie. But when his 
grandmother lands in the hospital, Cap is forced to move in with a school counselor 
and attend the local middle school. While Cap knows a lot about tie-dyeing and 
Zen Buddhism, no education could prepare him for the politics of public school. 
Book Trailer Author Interview

Stuck in Neutral by Terry Trueman 
Shawn McDaniel’s life is not what it may seem to anyone looking at him. He is glued 
to his wheelchair, unable to voluntarily move a muscle – he can’t even move his eyes. 
For all Shawn’s father knows, his son may be suffering. Shawn may want a release. 
And as long as he is unable to communicate his true feelings to his father, Shawn’s 
life is in danger. To the world, Shawn’s senses seem dead. 
Book Trailer

Book Trailer Author Reads

Rebound by Kwame Alexander 
Before Josh and Jordan Bell were streaking up and down the court, their father 
was learning his own moves. In this prequel to Newbery Medal winner The 
Crossover, Chuck Bell takes center stage, as readers get a glimpse of his childhood 
and how he became the jazz music worshipping, basketball star his sons look up to. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqlJmTaRB8g
https://btb.titlewave.com/detail/video/5853425035001/kwame-alexander-reads-rebound-at-follett-book-fair?autoStart=true&q=kwame
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/39073395-ruby-in-the-sky
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROB-PIUR0PE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Fm9W_-kPYw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=npjc2u_D9sU
http://www.jennyhan.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZ_pLwYP3bA
http://terrytrueman.com/


REALISTIC FICTION
Tangerine by Edward Bloor 
Paul Fisher sees the world from behind glasses so thick he looks like a bug-eyed 
alien. But he’s not so blind that he can’t see there are some very unusual things 
about his family’s new home in Tangerine County, Florida. Where else does a 
sinkhole swallow the local school, fire burn underground for years, and lightning 
strike at the same time every day? The chaos is compounded by constant 
harassment from his football–star brother, and adjusting to life in Tangerine isn’t 
easy for Paul—until he joins the soccer team at his middle school. With the help of 
his new teammates, Paul begins to discover what lies beneath the surface of his 
strange new hometown. In Tangerine, it seems, anything is possible

 
Book Trailer Author’s Website

The Only Black Girls In Town by Brandy Colbert
Beach-loving surfer Alberta has been the only black girl in town for years. Alberta's 
best friend, Laramie, is the closest thing she has to a sister, but there are some things
even Laramie can't understand. When the bed and breakfast across the street finds 
new owners, Alberta is ecstatic to learn the family is black-and they have a 12-year-old
daughter just like her.  Alberta is positive she and the new girl, Edie, will be fast 
friends. But while Alberta loves being a California girl, Edie misses her native Brooklyn
and finds it hard to adapt to small-town living.  When the girls discover a box of old 
journals in Edie's attic, they team up to figure out exactly who's behind them and why
they got left behind. Soon they discover shocking and painful secrets of the past and
learn that nothing is quite what it seems. Book Review

The Science of Unbreakable Things by Tae Keller 
How do you grow a miracle? For the record, this is not the question Mr. Neely is 
looking for when he says everyone in class must answer an important question using 
the scientific method. But Natalie's botanist mother is suffering from depression, 
so this is The Question that's important to Natalie. When Mr. Neely suggests that 
she enter an egg drop competition, Natalie has hope. Eggs are breakable. 
Hope is not. 

 

Book Trailer Book Review

The Truth about Twinkie Pie by Kat Yeh 
Take two sisters making it on their own: brainy twelve-year-old GiGi and junior-high-
dropout-turned-hairstylist DiDi. Add a million dollars in prize money from a national 
cooking contest and a move from the trailer parks of South Carolina to the North 
Shore of Long Island. Mix in a fancy new school, new friends and enemies, a first 
crush, and a generous sprinkling of family secrets. Book Trailer Author’s Website

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXqj9icvPd8
http://edwardbloor.net/tangerine/
https://bookpage.com/reviews/24999-brandy-colbert-only-black-girls-town-childrens#.YMj1u5NKhTY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Em7hmE-Vg4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Em7hmE-Vg4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0e2UdmHdPs
http://katyeh.com/HOME.html


REALISTIC FICTION

Un-Gifted, by Gordon Korman 
A middle-school troublemaker accidentally moves into the gifted and talented 
program—and changes everything. For fans of Louis Sachar and Jack Gantos, this 
funny and touching underdog story is a lovable and goofy adventure with robot 
fights, middle-school dances, live experiments, and statue-toppling pranks! 
 

 

The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin 
When an eccentric millionaire dies mysteriously, sixteen very unlikely people are 
gathered together for the reading of the will . . . and what a will it is! 

To: Night Owl, From: DogFish by Holly Goldberg Sloan, Meg Wolitzer
Avery Bloom, who's bookish, intense, and afraid of many things, particularly deep 
water, lives in New York City. Bett Devlin, who's fearless, outgoing, and loves all 
animals as well as the ocean, lives in California. What they have in common is that 
they are both twelve years old, and are both being raised by single, gay dads.
When their dads fall in love, Bett and Avery are sent, against their will, to the same 
sleepaway camp. Their dads hope that they will find common ground and become 
friends--and possibly, one day, even sisters. But things soon go off the rails for the 
girls (and for their dads too), and they find themselves on a summer adventure that 
neither of them could have predicted.. 

 

Book Trailer

Book Trailer

Get To Know Gordon Korman

Book Review

https://www.hbook.com/?detailStory=review-of-to-night-owl-from-dogfish
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=shzzJ3SfJ0o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4YeG64GpBps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sy2GPsz1ozk


Serafina and the Black Cloak by Robert Beatty 
Serafina has never had a reason to disobey her pa and venture beyond the grounds 
of the Biltmore estate. There’s plenty to explore in her grand home, although she 
must take care to never be seen. None of the rich folk upstairs know that Serafina 
exists; she and her pa, the estate’s maintenance man, have secretly lived in the 
basement for as long as Serafina can remember. But when children at the estate 
start disappearing, only Serafina knows who the culprit is: a terrifying man in a black 
cloak who stalks Biltmore’s corridors at night. Following her own harrowing escape, 
Serafina risks everything by joining forces with Braeden Vanderbilt, the young 
nephew of the Biltmore’s owners. Braeden and Serafina must uncover the Man in 
the Black Cloak’s true identity... before all of the children vanish one by one. 

Distant Waves by Suzanne Weyn 
Four sisters and their mother make their way from a spiritualist town in New York 
to London, becoming acquainted with journalist W. T. Stead, scientist Nikola Tesla, 
and industrialist John Jacob Astor. When they all find themselves on the Titanic, 
one of Tesla's inventions dooms them...and one could save them. 

Some Kind of Happiness by Claire LeGrand 
THINGS FINLEY HART DOESN’T WANT TO TALK ABOUT 
• Her parents, who are having problems. (But they pretend like they’re not.) 
• Being sent to her grandparents’ house for the summer. 
• Never having met said grandparents. 
• Her blue days—when life feels overwhelming, and it’s hard to keep her head up. 
(This happens a lot.) 
Finley’s only retreat is the Everwood, a forest kingdom that exists in the pages of 
her notebook. Until she discovers the endless woods behind her grandparents’ 
house and realizes the Everwood is real--and holds more mysteries than she'd ever
 imagined, including a family of pirates that she isn’t allowed to talk to, trees covered 
in ash, and a strange old wizard living in a house made of bones. 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 
Narrated by Death, The Book Thief is the story of Liesel Meminger, a nine-year-old 
German girl who given up by her mother to live with Hans and Rosa Hubermann in 
the small town of Molching in 1939, shortly before World War II. 

 

FANTASY / SCIENCE-FICTION

Book Trailer & Author Perspective

Book Trailer Author’s Website

Book Trailer

Book Trailer

Author’s Website

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgIB2gDneU0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uFZvSzfnm6I
https://robertbeattybooks.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J27gNDVtwNU
https://www.claire-legrand.com/home/books/some-kind-of-happiness/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4V8J0qvWS38


The Candymakers, by Wendy Mass (or sequel: Candymakers and the Great 
Chocolate Chase) 
In the town of Spring Haven, four children have been selected to compete in the 
national candymaking contest of a lifetime. Who will make a candy more delicious 
than the Oozing Crunchorama or the Neon Yellow Lightning Chew? 

The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier 
The Night Gardener follows two abandoned Irish siblings who travel to work as 
servants at a creepy, crumbling English manor house. But the house and its family 
are not quite what they seem. Soon the children are confronted by a mysterious 
spectre and an ancient curse that threatens their very lives. .

 

FANTASY / SCIENCE-FICTION

Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen
Within Cole Matthews lies anger, rage and hate. Cole has been stealing and fighting 
for years. This time he caught Peter Driscal in the parking lot and smashed his head 
against the sidewalk. Now, Peter may have permanent brain damage and Cole is in 
the biggest trouble of his life.  Cole is offered Circle Justice: a system based on 
Native American traditions that attempts to provide healing for the criminal 
offender, the victim, and the community. With prison as his only alternative, Cole 
plays along. He says he wants to repent, but in his heart, Cole blames his alcoholic 
mom, his abusive dad, wimpy Peter (everyone but himself) for his situation.
Cole receives a one-year banishment to a remote Alaskan island. There, he is 
mauled by a mysterious white bear of Native American legend. Hideously injured, 
Cole waits for death. His thoughts shift from anger to humility. To survive, he must 
stop blaming others and take responsibility for his life. Rescuers arrive to save Cole's 
body, but it is the attack of the Spirit Bear that may save his soul.

Warcross by Marie Lu 
For the millions who log in every day, Warcross isn’t just a game—it’s a way of life. 
The obsession started ten years ago and its fan base now spans the globe, some 
eager to escape from reality and others hoping to make a profit. Struggling to make 
ends meet, teenage hacker Emika Chen works as a bounty hunter, tracking down 
players who bet on the game illegally. But the bounty hunting world is a competitive 
one, and survival has not been easy. Needing to make some quick cash, Emika takes 
a risk and hacks into the opening game of the international Warcross Championships—
only to accidentally glitch herself into the action and become an overnight sensation. 

 

Book Trailer

Book Trailer

Book Trailer

Author’s Website

Book Trailer Author’s Website

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sN51dI6ysDc
https://wendymass.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X3T5HpHzEnI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJXvGW8MkU8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zj_Q44ruIuA
http://www.onetrueportal.com/marielu/


Liberty, by Kirby Larson 
Fish has a knack for inventing. His annoying neighbor, Olympia, has a knack for 
messing things up. But when his latest invention leads Fish to Liberty, a beautiful 
stray dog who needs a home, he and Olympia work together to rescue her. 
At the Higgins boatyard, where the boats that just might save the Allied forces 
during World War II are built, the wartime workforce is integrated and includes 
women and the disabled. However, a friendship that crosses racial lines is not the 
norm in 1940s New Orleans. 

A Night Divided by Jennifer Nielsen 
With the rise of the Berlin Wall, twelve-year-old Gerta finds her family suddenly 
divided. She, her mother, and her brother Fritz live on the eastern side, controlled 
by the Soviets. Her father and middle brother, who had gone west in search of 
work, cannot return home. Gerta knows it is dangerous to watch the wall, to think 
forbidden thoughts of freedom, yet she can't help herself. She sees the East 
German soldiers with their guns trained on their own citizens; she, her family, her 
neighbors and friends are prisoners in their own city. 
  

Nine, Ten: A September 11 Story by Nora Raleigh Baskin 
Ask anyone: September 11, 2001, was serene and lovely, a perfect day — until a 
plane struck the World Trade Center. But right now it is a few days earlier, and four 
kids in different parts of the country are going about their lives. Sergio, who lives 
in Brooklyn, is struggling to come to terms with the absentee father he hates and 
the grandmother he loves. Will’s father is gone, too, killed in a car accident that 
has left the family reeling. Nadira has never before felt uncomfortable about being 
Muslim, but at her new school she’s getting funny looks because of the head scarf 
she wears. Amy is starting a new school in a new city and missing her mom, who 
has to fly to New York on business. 

 
Raymie Nightingale by Kate DiCamillo 
Raymie Clarke has come to realize that everything, absolutely everything, depends 
on her. And she has a plan. If Raymie can win the Little Miss Central Florida Tire 
competition, then her father, who left town two days ago with a dental hygienist, 
will see Raymie's picture in the paper and (maybe) come home. To win, not only 
does Raymie have to do good deeds and learn how to twirl a baton; she also has to 
contend with the wispy, frequently fainting Louisiana Elefante, who has a show-
business background, and the fiery, stubborn Beverly Tapinski, who’s determined to 
sabotage the contest. But as the competition approaches, loneliness, loss, and 
unanswerable questions draw the three girls into an unlikely friendship — and 
challenge each of them to come to the rescue in unexpected ways. 

HISTORICAL FICTION

Book Trailer Author’s Website

Book Trailer Author’s Website

Book Trailer Author’s Website

Book Trailer Publisher’s Website

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_48iSf5WlU
https://jennielsen.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vTUq3OFlV-M
http://www.kirbylarson.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=99lYD16kjhM
https://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Nora-Raleigh-Baskin/41127809
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65ByjC7v_EE
https://www.katedicamillo.com/


Book Trailer

Author’s Perspective

The Boy Who Dared by Susan Bartoletti 
In October, 1942, seventeen-year-old Helmuth Hubener, imprisoned for distributing 
anti-Nazi leaflets, recalls his past life and how he came to dedicate himself to bring 
the truth about Hitler and the war to the German people.

The Wednesday Wars by Gary Schmidt 
Meet Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-grader at Camillo Junior High, who must 
spend Wednesday afternoons with his teacher, Mrs. Baker, while the rest of the 
class has religious instruction. Mrs. Baker doesn’t like Holling—he’s sure of it. Why 
else would she make him read the plays of William Shakespeare outside class? But 
everyone has bigger things to worry about, like Vietnam. 

 

HISTORICAL FICTION

Author’s Website

Author’s Website

Author’s Website

Book Trailer Publisher’s Website

Book Review

The Smile, by Donna Jo Napoli 
Hers is the most famous portrait in the world. Here, in prose as rich as the high 
Renaissance, is Mona Lisa’s tale. A story of passion, intrigue, loss, and, most of all, 
love. Elisabetta longs for romance, though she thinks she is too plain. Then, on a 
fateful visit to glittering Florence, she catches the eye of the great Leonardo da 
Vinci, and falls for a boy named Giuliano de? Medici. It is a dangerous time to be or 
be involved with a Medici. As tragedy and chaos threaten their happiness, 
Elisabetta faces the bittersweet truth of love. 

The Girl with the Blue Coat, by Monica Hesse 
Amsterdam, 1943. Hanneke spends her days procuring and delivering sought-after 
black market goods to paying customers, her nights hiding the true nature of her 
work from her concerned parents, and every waking moment mourning her 
boyfriend, who was killed on the Dutch front lines when the Germans invaded. She 
likes to think of her illegal work as a small act of rebellion. On a routine delivery, a 
client asks Hanneke for help. Expecting to hear that Mrs. Janssen wants meat or 
kerosene, Hanneke is shocked by the older woman's frantic plea to find a person - 
a Jewish teenager Mrs. Janssen had been hiding, who has vanished without a trace 
from a secret room. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHIgteRIUbs
https://www.monicahesse.com/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/302537/the-smile-by-donna-jo-napoli/9780142414927/
http://www.donnajonapoli.com/
http://www.scbartoletti.com/
http://www.scbartoletti.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjlDnBH2fVg
https://www.hmhbooks.com/author/Gary-Schmidt/2230485


Stuck in Neutral by Terry Trueman 
Shawn McDaniel’s life is not what it may seem to anyone looking at him. He is glued 
to his wheelchair, unable to voluntarily move a muscle – he can’t even move his eyes. 
For all Shawn’s father knows, his son may be suffering. Shawn may want a release. 
And as long as he is unable to communicate his true feelings to his father, Shawn’s 
life is in danger. To the world, Shawn’s senses seem dead. 

 

Treasure Island by Robert Lewis Stevenson 
Treasure Island is set in the days of sailing ships and pirates. It tells of the 
adventures of Jim Hawkins and his search for the buried treasure of an evil
pirate, Captain Flint. 

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien  
Whisked away from his comfortable, unambitious life in his hobbit-hole by 
Gandalf the wizard and a company of dwarves, Bilbo Baggins finds himself caught 
up in a plot to raid the treasure hoard of Smaug the Magnificent, a large and very 
dangerous dragon.

 

CLASSICS



NON-FICTION

Chew On This by Eric Schlosser and Charles Wilson 
In the New York Times bestseller Chew on This, Eric Schlosser and Charles Wilson 
unwrap the fast-food industry to bring you a behind-the-scenes look at a business 
that both feeds and feeds off the young. Find out what really goes on at your 
favorite restaurants—and what lurks between those sesame seed buns.
 

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James Swanson 
Based on rare archival material, obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews with 
relatives of the conspirators and the manhunters, Chasing Lincoln's killer is a fast-
paced thriller about the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth: a wild 
twelve-day chase through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the swamps of
Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia.

 

Children of the Dust Bowl by Jerry Stanley 
Describes the plight of the migrant workers who traveled from the Dust Bowl to 
California during the Depression and were forced to live in a federal labor camp 
and discusses the school that was built for their children.

 

Four Perfect Pebbles: A Holocaust Story by Lila Perl 
If she could find four perfect pebbles of almost exactly the same size and shape,
 it meant that her family would remain whole. Mama and papa and she and Albert 
would survive Bergen-Belsen. The four of them might even survive the Nazis' 
attempt to destroy every last Jew in Europe.

 

Escape!: The Story of the Great Houdini by Sid Fleishman 
In these pages you will meet the astonishing Houdini—magician, ghost chaser, 
daredevil, pioneer aviator, and king of escape artists.

 



NON-FICTION
Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
by Russell Freedman 
On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks refused to move to the back of the bus and give 
up her seat to a white man. This simple act sparked a nationwide movement for 
equality. This compelling and poignant volume, illustrated with arresting black-
and-white photographs from the period, is an essential addition to the Civil Rights 
canon.

Swimming to Antarctica by Lynne Cox 
Lynne Cox started swimming almost as soon as she could walk. By age sixteen, 
she had broken all records for swimming the English Channel. Her daring 
eventually led her to the Bering Strait, where she swam five miles in thirty-eight-
degree water in just a swimsuit, cap, and goggles.

The Greatest: Muhammad Ali, by Walter Dean Myers 
The amazing story of Muhammad Ali's childhood, his rise as a champion, his politics, 
and his battles against Parkinson's disease.

The Impossible Rescue: The True Story of an Amazing Arctic Adventure 
by Martin W. Sandler 
Whaling in the Arctic waters off Alaska’s coast was as dangerous as it was lucrative 
in 1897. In that particular year, winter came early, bringing with it storms and ice 
packs that caught eight American whale ships and about three hundred sailors off 
guard. The ships were imprisoned in ice with no hope of escape. With limited 
provisions on board the ships that hadn’t been crushed by the ice, there was little 
hope that these men could survive until warmer temperatures arrived at least ten 
months later.

Witches: The Absolutely True Tale of disaster in Salem by Rosalyn Schanzer 
In the little colonial town of Salem Village, Massachusetts, two girls began to twitch, 
mumble, and contort their bodies into strange shapes. The doctor tried every remedy, 
but nothing cured the young Puritans. He grimly announced the dire diagnosis: the 
girls were bewitched! And then the accusations began.

 




